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II Samuel 11:1-12:24 Children’s Story 
David and Bathsheba 

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA 

 Who knows the meaning of the name Bathsheba? It means 
daughter of the oath, or daughter of the Sabbath (the seventh day). 
Who was Bathsheba’s first husband? Uriah the Hittite. 

*          *          * 

 The shepherd boy who became king; who fought Goliath; who 
earned the love and loyalty of his men; who saved the nation from the 
terrible Philistines and their iron swords and chariots; who was loved 
and respected and honored and admired by his nation, perhaps more 
than any other king who ever lived: David – King David – made a 
terrible mistake. Have you ever made a really bad mistake? 
Someday you might, so you need to know this story. 

 Bathsheba was very beautiful, and David wanted her for himself. 
She was already married, to one of David’s most loyal soldiers. But 
David wanted her anyway, so he took her. He was the king – who could 
stop him? The trouble with power is that it is tempting to use it for 
yourself. Whether it’s a spider, a pet, an ant, a younger brother or 
sister, or anyone else – if you are bigger or stronger, it is sometimes 
hard not to abuse your power. But it is always a big mistake. 

 Well, after David took Bathsheba, he did not know what to do 
about her husband Uriah. So he sent a message to his top general, 
Joab, and told Joab to put Uriah on the front line of the most dan-
gerous part of the battle, and to tell everybody else to withdraw at 
a special signal but not mention the signal to Uriah. Well, of course 
Uriah was killed in the battle. It was just a fancy way of murdering 
him. 

 Uriah thought David was a super-wonderful king (and David 
was). And Uriah was a very faithful, devoted soldier of the king. 
Who would ever have suspected that a man like David would betray 
the trust and devotion of one of his own men like that? We do not 
expect the people we like and admire and trust to do such bad things 
to us. But sometimes people do very bad things, even people we would 
normally think we could trust. And that is very sad. The only thing 
sadder is when we ourselves do that to people who trust us. 
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 Well, David apparently thought he had gotten away with it. 
But God’s prophet, a man named Nathan, came and told David 
a story one day. It was about sheep. 

 “In a certain town there lived two men – one rich, the other poor. 
The rich man had large flocks and herds; the poor man had nothing of 
his own except one little ewe lamb he had bought and raised. The ewe 
grew up in his home together with his children. It shared his food, 
drank from his cup, and nestled in his arms; it was like a daughter to 
him. One day a traveler came to the rich man’s house. Being too mean 
to take something from his own flock or herd to serve his guest, the rich 
man took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it as a meal for the guest.” 

 When David heard this story, he got very angry and burst out: 
“As the Lord lives, the man who did this deserves to die! He shall 
pay for the lamb four times over, because he has done this and 
shown no pity.” 

 And Nathan replied: “You are the man.” 

 David was absolutely devastated by the full revelation of what 
he had done. Sometimes we know what we have done, but we half hide 
it even from ourselves. When it finally comes out in the open, the full 
force of the whole story is almost more surprising to us than to 
anybody else. 

 But the other thing is that until it comes out in the open, 
nothing can get better, nothing can heal. So David was as sorry as 
he knew how to be. He went to his place of worship and begged God’s 
forgiveness, wept bitter tears, and tried to figure out what he should 
do next. 

 It did not happen very fast and it was not easy, and David had to 
change clear to his heart. But afterward, despite all the terrible things 
David had done and the great damage he had caused, God forgave 
him. So the nation was saved, and David went on being king. 

 David and Bathsheba had children after that, and one of them 
was named Solomon, who became king after David. And one of their 
direct descendants (children born from the grown-up children of David 
and Bathsheba) was named Jesus of Nazareth. And you have all heard 
of Him. 
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II Samuel 11:1-12:24 Sermon 
David and Bathsheba 

WHAT IF GOD QUIT? 

 “Man makes love with wrong woman!” Not good news. That is, 
we cannot just yawn. The heartache and the damage and the 
surprisingly far-reaching consequences make this event one of 
the endless “big issues” of humankind. 

 On the other hand, it is not news at all. It happens with boring 
regularity. It happens to us or all around us all the time. Nobody 
seems immune. No other lesson in all human history is learned so 
often, so painfully, or with such little effect on future prevention. 
Not only that, but for every man making love with the wrong woman, 
there is some woman making love with the wrong man. It is interesting 
that most of us tend to blame either the man or the woman. Few see 
the blunders on both sides. One Bible dictionary actually states that 
David was entirely at fault, as if Bathsheba could not have had a mind 
or motives of her own. The ultimate chauvinism. 

 In any case, we suspect there must be more than this one 
theme to the story of David and Bathsheba. Even if Bathsheba were 
Elizabeth Taylor and David were Richard Burton and we gave it all the 
big-screen, stereo treatment of Hollywood’s finest art – and if beyond 
that we took away our own judgments and gave all our empathy to 
their passion and desire and their wrestling with their own secrets and 
discoveries and the inevitable guilt and shame of what they were doing 
to others – even then, we have not come to the full magnitude of this 
story. 

 Oh, indeed we have come to part of the magnitude. This story 
does make it clear again, though it will not stay clear for very long, 
that every stitch we make effects the whole garment. Every single deed 
we do is woven into the tapestry of life. Each deed fits the pattern of 
the Creator and is beautiful, or it does not fit the pattern and mars 
everything around it as well as the general effect of the tapestry itself. 
Being in tune and in harmony with our God is no small matter. But 
how can we be expected to remember a truth as vast and complex 
as that?! 

 Even the lesser and more practical truth is hard for us to 
remember, and harder still because it is seldom spoken in any clear 
or outright fashion in our culture. In fact, all the opposite messages 
are spoken constantly – with experts spending their full time to keep 
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the subjects before us, and with millions of dollars being spent to keep 
our desires ever before us, all so that others may make money from 
them. So let me remind us of this other truth. 

 Having all our sexual desires and fantasies satisfied is not the 
purpose of life. I know you know that, but do you ever forget it? 
Is it not almost surprising to say it right out in the open, after all 
the voices we hear constantly saying or implying the opposite? 
Nevertheless, we have about as much chance to have all our sexual 
desires satisfied as we have of winning the lottery and having that 
make us happy. It is part of the very nature of desire never to be 
satisfied. Money, sex, power, and fame are not the purposes of the 
Christian Life. They are all normal parts of life, and they are very 
appropriate if not magnified by lust or greed or some compulsive 
desire to have more and more. But they are not themselves the 
high motives or reasons for life, at least not in the Christian view. 

 I mean no offense to you or your wife, but your wife will not 
satisfy all your sexual fantasies and desires. It was never your wife’s 
task to do so. You never had an inalienable right to be thus satisfied. 
It was never the purpose of marriage. And do I need to add that a 
husband will not satisfy all of a wife’s desires for romantic attention 
and adoration? It was never the husband’s task to do so. That was 
never the purpose of marriage either. Yet on a moment’s reflection, 
you and I can realize that our desires, by their very nature, are 
mythological in proportion. To realize this, and to hear our own 
laughter in the realization – that is, to see others, even our mates, 
as real people and not merely as actors on the stage of our desires, 
and to accept what is possible and real with gratitude and humility – 

make relationship possible again. 

 David had not yet learned these things. None of us learn them 
very easily. The pain and mayhem we cause and endure while we and 
those around us learn them are truly overwhelming. God must have 
needed us to know such things really clearly to put us in such a harsh 
classroom. Nevertheless, it is possible to learn. Sex and money and 
fame and power are counterfeit values if we magnify them to the level 
of inward or spiritual desires. If we want our desires satisfied, we must 
go to God. Humans cannot satisfy them for us. The deep places of 
loneliness, the high places of destiny, the hunger for truth or beauty 
or even love – these places are never finally filled for us by other humans, 
who are supposed to be busy with their own search for identity and 
meaning and what they were sent here to accomplish. This world 
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cannot fill our inner, spiritual hunger. When we confuse the inner 
with the outer, we are in for bitter disappointment, mayhem, pain, 
and disillusionment. 

 That, of course, is why we end up coming to Christ: to lay down 
that whole impossible scenario, and to find a Savior who will give us 
a new LIFE and show us and help us to both learn to put the spiritual 
values first and then live in the outer world in ways more appropriate 
to what we are learning with Him from within. 

 But I digress. I was saying that this morning’s story has to be 
about more than one issue. The story of David and Bathsheba is one 
of the great stories of all time. It carries many issues, many dilemmas, 
many imponderables within its train. We have dusted it off lately, 
taught the story to our children, and let it reach us again in the 
process. Now, lest we think we have finished teaching the story to 
our children, let’s mention some of its other dimensions, starting 
with the most obvious. 

1.) Uriah is dead. Uriah will stay dead. Nothing David could do at 
the time would ever bring him back. Uriah loved and honored David, 
and he did not receive a very handsome reward for his loyalty and 
devotion. Uriah died because David wanted to hide his adulterous 
deed. But we also notice that Uriah was a Hittite. Uriah was not a 
Jew. Uriah was a mercenary from Asia Minor who apparently liked 
what he found in Palestine, enough to marry and settle down and 
show extreme patriotism for his new land and his new king. But he 
was still an outsider. He did not fully belong. Since Uriah was just a 
foreigner, people would not make as much fuss, they would not be 
as incensed, Joab would not wonder or question his orders. Only 
the prophet of God – only Nathan – failed to see how this made any 
difference. 

 So this is not just a story about a man who made love to the 
wrong woman. He was also willing, at first, to give up the woman 
if he could keep the adulterous deed a secret. Did you notice that? 
Fear does strange things to us. Then one sin leads to another. Did 
you show your children that part of the story? One sin always leads 
to another unless a person confesses, repents, does penance. Unless 
a person confesses, repents, and makes amends, one sin always leads 
to another – every time, without fail, and there are no exceptions. It is 
one of the spiritual principles of the universe. Do your children know 
that yet? If the sheep do not know, it is unlikely that the lambs do. 
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2.) A sin (a deed that proves we are alienated from God) never stays 
hidden. It is always the second mistake – the one we make trying to 
cover the first one – that is truly horrendous. Uriah died because 
David thought he could hide his sin. 

 Only, sin never stays hidden. You would think we would all know 
that by now. But it is one of the many truths that apply only to other 
people. It is amazing how we humans want to believe and try to believe 
that we can cover things up and keep them covered. That maybe God 
will not notice, or that maybe I will be lucky and it will turn out that 
there is no God after all and nobody will ever find out. How we love 
secrets. But, as Jesus promised us, there are no secrets; there are 
only things waiting to be revealed. (Matthew 10:26; Luke 12:2)  

 The daily news is always full of stories of otherwise intelligent 
people who thought they could keep things hidden. Not so many years 
ago, I sat in my office listening to a man who, without realizing it, was 
actually bragging to me about the very careful way he was conducting 
an affair. He had seen others make a terrible mess of their lives in this 
regard, but he had received the wrong message. Instead of suspecting 
that affairs always end in misery for everybody, he thought it meant 
he should be more careful than others had been. Now he was sure he 
had masterminded his affair so carefully that nobody could possibly 
find out. He was very proud of his planning, and from what I could 
gather he was even more excited about his clever plan than he was 
about his mistress. But I knew something he did not know: his wife 
had already come to see me about his affair. He had been careful and 
had not made any mistakes (except for the decision to have an affair 
in the first place), but he had not taken into consideration that some 
people are psychic. 

 David killed Uriah because he believed he could keep his affair 
with Bathsheba secret. We get to choose our actions, but we do not 
get to choose their consequences. I get to decide if I want to jump, but 
I do not get to decide whether to go up or down. It is an absolutely 
amazing thing, but I get just as drunk whether anybody sees me 
drinking or not. I get just as fat whether anybody sees me eating or 
not. And do I still suppose, then, that I can fake prayer or love or 
allegiance to Jesus Christ? 

 The repercussions of sin (or righteousness) cannot be avoided. 
Remember: Forgiveness does not change the consequences of our 
deeds. Forgiveness only allows us a chance to start over and try 
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to do better. But the tapestry is what it is, and our part is woven into 
it forever. Do your children know yet that sin cannot be hidden? 
That there are no lasting secrets? That they will have to face it all 
sooner or later, so they might as well start early with living in the 
open and being unafraid? If the sheep do not know, it is unlikely 
that the lambs do. 

3.) If this story had turned out all bleak and bad and miserable 
forever, it would never have been remembered. And the fact that it 
did not turn out that way is the biggest mystery of all. David and 
Bathsheba did everything wrong, and David did it about as wrong as 
humans can do it. Then it all came to light eventually, as it always 
does, and the entire affair was a total disaster. It was a nationwide 
scandal. It was an affront to God. Aside from the loss of status and 
respect and admiration, if you know anything about guilt and shame 
you know something of what David and Bathsheba were going through. 
Then it cost them their first child. That was the darkest day of David’s 
life, though his life was full of both dark and light. Yet David did 
confess and repent and do penance, as much as any human is 
capable of doing. 

 And so, from there the story takes on wonder. Beyond the affair 
and despite all the guilt and shame, David and Bathsheba ended up 
really loving each other. She was the love of his life. Despite their sin, 
they did not lose each other. Are you listening? The story is three 
thousand years old, but is that not still a surprise? I know people 
who still do not expect that kind of mercy from God. I know whole 
churches that still do not teach or believe that God ever fully forgives 
a sexual or marital sin. You can crucify the Son of God and be forgiven, 
but if you divorce your spouse and remarry, you can never be fully 
acceptable again. Is that not often the teaching? And if you sin, God 
will punish you by taking away everything you want or care about. 
Is that not the usual expectation of Christians? What good is the 
Cross if we insist on keeping all our old ideas about God? 

 From the union of David and Bathsheba, after the first son died, 
came Solomon. And from this entire and terrible scenario came the 
Messiah, “born of David’s line.” Was David supposed to succumb to 
his temptation and commit this sin with Bathsheba in order to fulfill 
God’s plan for the Messiah who would come later? I don’t know how 
many people ask you questions like that, but people ask me questions 
like that all the time. They even want yes or no answers. 
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 Such things are deeper than yes or no, but what is God supposed 
to do – quit? God’s champion – whom God had inspired for years and 
defended and protected through countless battles – now, at the very 
apex of his career and at the crucial formative stage of the nation, 
screws up (so to speak) and royally, to be sure! If it were up to us, 
it would all be over. It is terrible and inexcusable (from our point of 
view) that David should repay God this way after all God had done 
for David. 

 What is God supposed to do – quit? Sometimes we quit on God, 
but God never quits on us. Sometimes we are tempted to quit on the 
church when we discover or rediscover how imperfect it is, but God 
is not going to quit on the church either. That is part of the story – 

this one and all the others too. God does not quit in this story, and 
God will not quit on us. Do you know that yet? It is God’s choice and 
delight to keep bringing good out of evil. We are not talking about 
shortcuts, pretenses, or trying to hide or minimize evil, which is what 
a lot of people keep trying to substitute for Christianity. But God 
keeps bringing good out of evil, without changing the name of either. 
And God will keep doing that with and in and through every one of us 
who will allow it, believe it, and cooperate with the Holy Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Did your children catch that part of the story? That part is the 
Gospel. That part is the only Good News in the story. 

 Oh my children, I hope you have listened and loved this story. 
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