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Genesis 2:3-3:24 Children’s Story 
Adam and Eve 

ADAM AND EVE 

 This is a story about why life is hard, and what is going on. 
It is not the best or most important story, but it is the story on which 
all other stories depend. That is, you have to know this story or none 
of the other stories make any sense. You have to know this one or 
you don’t know where you are or what is happening. 

 This is the story of Adam, which means “Mankind,” and of Eve, 
which means “Womankind.” In other words, this is the story of 
Humankind. This is in the beginning of the book of Genesis, 
which means “The Beginnings.” (Genesis 2:3-3:24) 

 Are you ready? In The Beginnings, before time started or we had 
any records, Humankind lived in harmony and peace. People didn’t 
think of themselves as separate or individual. They didn’t think of 
themselves as being against anything or jealous of anything or needing 
anything. There was no private property, competition, sense of striving, 
or need to achieve. Humankind just lived in a beautiful garden and 
basked in life without thinking much about anything. Humans were 
not even very aware of the difference between “he” and “she.” They just 
were. Nobody thought very much about anything; they just enjoyed life. 

 A long time passed and Humankind started noticing more and 
more of the wonders everywhere around. Everything was not the same. 
There were endless different kinds of animals, for instance. And Human-
kind noticed the differences more and more and started giving the 
different animals different names. 

 More time passed, and one day Humankind woke up to realize 
that some of them were “he” and some were “she.” The harmony was 
not broken yet; it was just recognition of difference and possibility. 
Dialogue was possible (conversation, back and forth, give and take) 
and it seemed wonderful. But as anybody today can tell you, if 
dialogue is possible, we are already well into the danger zone. 

 At this time, Humankind also knew that everything had been 
made by the Creator. And the Creator said to them, “You can do any-
thing you want to here in my garden world. There is only one thing 
you must not do. You must not rebel and decide you know better than 
I do about how to run things. I made it; I know how it works. If you 
start thinking you are smart enough to do things your own way, 
you will destroy the harmony, and that will ruin everything.” 
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 One day Womankind was talking to the Serpent. She didn’t know 
yet that it was a guise of Satan. And the Serpent said, “The Creator 
gave you all incredible minds. You are really very intelligent. I’m not 
just interested in your bodies. With minds like yours, the sky is the 
limit. Think of all the things you can imagine and plan and desire and 
devise. Take charge of your lives. Don’t be mindless slaves of the 
Creator. Decide for yourself what you want and how you want to live.” 

 The idea spread like wildfire throughout Humankind. Do your 
own thing. Be independent. Be free. Be self-reliant. Make up your own 
mind. Go for the gusto. Dare to be yourself. Take charge of your own 
life. Be all you can be. Eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 

 Suddenly everything was very different. If one Human could 
decide to do anything she wanted to, so could all the others. Then 
who could know what anybody might decide to do next? And how 
would anybody know whom to trust? You might come home one day 
and the people who were supposed to be there would not be there. 

 So the harmony was gone. A brand new feeling called “fear” made 
everything seem different, and the garden did not look as beautiful 
anymore. Deciding to take your life into your own hands – deciding 
to decide for yourself what you wanted to do – made absolutely 
everything in life very different, and very scary. 

 Suddenly Humankind was afraid of the Creator and tried to hide 
from the Creator, realizing they were no longer in harmony or friendship 
with the very Source of Life. Men and women were suddenly afraid and 
suspicious of each other as well. With the harmony gone, you could 
never tell who wanted what or why, or if anybody meant what they 
said. And it was not just that way between men and women. Men 
didn’t know if they could trust other men, and women often fought 
with other women, told lies about each other, or tried to outshine 
each other, just like the men did. 

 Everywhere Humankind turned, the harmony was broken. Life 
on earth was lived in the principle of alienation, separation – the old 
word was “sin.” Humankind fought nature for survival and fought 
each other for goods or power. They were not in any “garden” anymore. 
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 And that is why life is hard. Humankind has rebelled against 
the Creator. We all think we have a right to do what we want to do, 
instead of trying to obey and serve God. So we live in fear instead of 
trust, and we work against each other instead of living in love. Because 
we have turned away from obedience to God, we think God is eager to 
punish us – as if turning away from God were not punishment enough, 
all by itself. 

 So life is very hard here. And it will stay very hard here as long 
as we keep listening to Satan and turning away from the Creator to do 
whatever we want to do, according to how we think things should be. 

 Of course, Jesus came to turn this all back around right – 

to reverse all the curses and put us back in harmony with God. 
But that’s a different story. Few people are eager or willing to listen 
to Jesus, even yet. Mostly we keep deciding to go back out and try 
a little more controlled independence. That means we still think we 
are supposed to grow up and be in charge. Only a few truly grow up – 

by learning to love and worship God. 
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Genesis 3:6-24 Sermon 
Adam and Eve 

WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 

 If you could only learn three stories, this would need to be one 
of them. If, God forbid, you could know only one story, this would 
have to be the one. Without this one, you cannot understand any 
of the others, at least not if they are true stories. 

 Sorry to qualify it again, but some still stumble over it: This 
is not a factual story. It is not that small and insignificant. On a 
technical level – if, in the face of this story, you have nothing better 
to do and no better escape than to get technical – there is no solid, 
scientific, empirical evidence supporting the scenes or the characters 
that appear in this story. I remind you that there are never enough 
facts to hold the weight of any truth, ever! If you ever wish to know 
any truth or meaning (anywhere, any time, about anything in life), 
you must be willing (and daring enough) to move beyond mere facts. 

 The story of Adam and Eve is not small enough to fit into the 
few facts we have about the very ancient past. It is not historically 
accurate by any known supply of historic records in existence at this 
time. It is not a fact story. It is a truth story. Some people say to me, 
“Because it’s in the Bible, I accept it as factual.” And I ask, “What does 
your acceptance mean if you don’t know what you’re talking about?” 
(For example, the birth narratives of Mathew and Luke, and the 
doctrine of the virgin birth.) 

 On the other hand, if the story of Adam and Eve is not about 
some facts and details in the very ancient past – if instead it is about 
the truth of life here (as much now as ever in the past) – then we can 
accept or reject its truth, because we can ask if it matches or 
mismatches life as we know and experience it. 

 You knew all this already, I hope. But being reminded may not 
have entirely wasted your time. In any case, I’m not the one who 
invented the problem or started the rumor that it is better to be 
objective than subjective – as if it were superior to be an object rather 
than a subject. Having thrown out true worship long ago, we do not 
know what it means to be God’s “subjects,” and so most of our culture 
thinks it is superior to act like “things” instead of “persons,” and to 
think like computers instead of personal beings. Half the immorality  



WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 

BRUCE VAN BLAIR © 2016 – All rights reserved. PAGE 5 OF 8 

of our age is because we think like things and treat people like things, 
instead of subjects. (It’s okay to sue, screw, dominate, or use people 
if we can keep thinking of them as things.) 

 I believe the story of Adam and Eve is true – deeply and profoundly 
and terribly true. I surely do wish all of you did too. I even wish all of 
those busy accepting it as factual would spend more time contemplating 
it as true. 

 What does it mean, if the story is true? It means we live in a 
world where the harmony is broken – where the curses of alienation, 
mistrust, and fear are rampant. It means we live where Satan is alive 
and well and having a heyday. It means that if I ask you, “Where do 
you think you are?” – you know that this is the essential truth of our 
situation, and you don’t get all confused or surprised every time the 
truth turns out to be true. 

 Two young friends come to me all excited. They have been in love 
for a year and a half, and now they want to get married. It’s wonderful. 
It turns out they both come from strong communities, and both are 
admired and loved and respected in them. So the two come together, 
everybody rightly rejoices, and one or the other of them says to me, 
“We are really in love [not like all those others]. We have talked and 
planned and communicated really well, and we are going to have 
a wonderful life without all the problems and pitfalls most couples 
go through.” Where do you think you are?! Do you really believe 
you can so easily dispense with Genesis? (Or Satan?) 

 “I’m forty-three years old now,” someone says to me, “and I’ve 
been through the mill, worked in three different companies, learned 
a lot. Now I have a new business partner and we have put together an 
exciting new company. We have designed it well and really trust each 
other, and I don’t think we will have any of the problems that cause 
other companies to fail.” Hey, I think that’s wonderful, and it really 
is something to rejoice about. Surely it has the possibility of being 
wonderful and even succeeding for a while, and it would not be hard 
for me to believe that the Holy Spirit is behind it. But where do you 
think you are?! Do you really think you can so easily dispense with 
Genesis just because you’re forty-three and have seen a little of life? 
The story may not be factual, but you better believe it’s TRUE! 

 “In two years I will retire and have no more worries.” Where do 
you think you are?!  
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 There is power in positive thinking, and if you do not know about 
the alienation from God – about The Fall – it puts all the power right into 
Satan’s hands. It is important to know, to remember, and to be aware 
of where you are, and to stay awake to it. There is no reason to withhold 
energy or be afraid to aspire or dream or plan or work, certainly not if 
we do it under guidance and in gratitude to Jesus. But does that mean 
you will be surprised or confused each time something happens to 
remind you of where you are? 

 What happened to the civil rights movement? Are black and white 
now really together? Are there still any gender wars? Did “the war to 
end all wars” really work? Do we finally live in a class-less society? 
What happened to the dream of “One nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all”? Where do you think you are?! 

 While we’re at it, we might as well ask it on a different level: 
Where do you think you are in terms of your own development? Are 
you finished, graduated, completed? On one level, of course, you know 
you are not. But do you ever get to thinking that you used to be young 
and foolish, but now you are aware? That you used to have selfish 
motives, but now you have taken care of those flaws? That you used to 
worry about what others would think or that you would be dependent 
on them, but now you are free from those old hang-ups? And now, 
as a result, your opinions are usually right, you treat everybody fairly, 
and mostly you only need to wait for the rest of the world to change 
and catch up? Where do you think you are?! Have you really personally 
outgrown the brokenness of Genesis? 

 Are you ever in an argument and there is no need for repentance 
on your part? Do you always vote correctly, and know God would 
agree? If everybody in the world were like you, would it really be a 
wonderful place? Where do you think you are, in terms of your own 
inner development? Have you really overcome the truth of Adam and 
Eve? 

 The real truth – and the fun part, of course – is that knowing the 
Adam and Eve story in truth and in depth means we finally come to 
know that we need Jesus Christ. Jesus comes into our world because 
the story of Adam and Eve is true. Jesus comes because of sin – the 
broken harmony – and because the curses of alienation are destroying 
God’s children, and He does not like that! 
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 Do you know yet that you need Jesus Christ? Human beings who 
are still deep in alienation do not want to need anything. Most people 
who are put off by the Christian Faith are put off by the implications 
of their need. They do not think Jesus should be that important or 
necessary. They want to believe that they are just fine with God, have 
no deep alienation principle at work within them, and do not need a 
reconciler or Savior. They do not comprehend or believe their sin, so 
they have no awareness of any need for being saved from it. In short, 
they do not believe the story of Adam and Eve. From a Christian 
perspective, they do not know where they are on any level. And from 
a Christian perspective, that does not make them neutral in the fight. 
Though they are still very valuable to God, unawareness makes them 
highly dangerous. You can trust Satan’s servants to be evil, but what 
do you do with a wildcard? Sometimes they kill you, or your efforts, 
just for amusement and do not even know what they did, since they 
do not see the warfare going on. 

 Do you know yet that you need Jesus Christ? Define the word 
“need.” Words and definitions themselves come out of theological 
principles that are often no longer understood. Humans still deep 
into alienation do not admit real need. They will be all right; they will 
handle it; they will take care of it. Even if they admit to a problem, 
they will stop soon, or apply a little more inner discipline. But it’s 
no big deal, they assure you. It gets Jesus (and lots of other people) 
crucified along the way, but it’s no big deal. 

 “Need = a condition [are you in a condition that makes Jesus 
relevant to you?] requiring supply, or relief; urgent exigency; necessity; 
requiring immediate aid or action; critical; imperative.” (Webster’s 
Dictionary) Do you know yet that you need Jesus Christ? “Exigency” 
is interesting (from exigere ); it means “to drive out.” A need is an 
urgent exigency to have Jesus drive out Satan (or one of Satan’s 
demons). The very meaning of the word “need” still remembers 
a deeper truth. 

 We need Jesus to reconcile us to God – reestablish the harmony – 

so we can return to knowing the Creator, and doing things in humble 
obedience instead of each of us doing our own thing by our own 
wisdom or desire. 

 We need Jesus to reverse the curses – to put us back into loving 
fellowship with God, with each other, and even with nature. 
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 We need Jesus to heal the inner terror and mayhem of what 
has happened to us as a result of our living in and participating in 
the brokenness and travail of The Fall. Have you ever tried to tame 
a wild animal that jumps and runs at every sound, and thinks every 
motion is a threat? The heart must be healed of its experience of the 
alienation from God until it no longer runs from every motion of love 
and no longer fears every sound of God’s approach. 

 Where do you think you are? Do you know your need of Jesus 
Christ? Are you more afraid of cancer than of sin? Do you still really 
believe that you can cure yourself ? 
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